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SUBJECT: ANDERSON COLUMN ON CONGRESSMAN WOLFF AND 
CAPTURED RUSSIANS 

1. FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF JACK ANDERSON ARTICLE IN WASHING- 
TON POST DEC 27. WE HAVE NO CONFIRMATION OF WOLFF 
INTENTIONS. 

2. "IN AN INTERNATIONAL INTRIGUE WORTHY OF JAMES BOND, A 
MILD BESPECTACLED CONGRESSMAN HAS BEEN CALLED ON BY WILD 
BURMESE REBELS TO NEGOTIATE THE FREEDOM OF TWO KIDNAPED 
RUSSIAN DOCTORS. 

THE CAPITOL HILL 007 IS REP LESTER WOLFF (D-N.Y.), WHO WON 
THE SHAN GUERRILLAS' CONFIDENCE LAST AUGUST DURING A TRIP 
TO SOUTHEAST ASIA. AS CHAIRMAN OF A HOUSE NARCOTICS SUB- 
COMMITTEE, WOLFF BROUGHT BACK THE SHAN OFFER TO BURN 400 
TONS OF OPIUM FOR $12 MILLION. 

THIS WOULD HAVE DRAINED THE OPIUM FROM THE WORLD MARKET AND 
CUT OFF PART OF THE US HEROIN SUPPLY AT THE SOURCE. AL- 
THOUGH THE STATE DEPARTMENT REJECTED THE OFFER, THE SHANS 
CAME TO TRUST WOLFF AND HAVE NOW ASKED HIM TO HELP OUT WITH 
AN EVEN STRANGER DEAL. 
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APRIL, AT THE ISOLATED BURMESE VILLAGE OF TAUNGYI (TWO 
HUMANITARIAN RUSSIAN DOCTORS WERE WORKING AT THE SOVIET 

HOSPITAL WHEN A FORCE OF SHAN REBELS DESCENDED ON THEM AND 
KIDNAPED THEM AT GUNPOINT. THE REBELS, ACCORDING TO OUR 
SHAN SOURCES, HAD HOPED TO GRAB THE RUSSIAN AMBASSADOR TO 
BURMA WHO WAS SUPPOSED TO BE VISITING THE HOSPITAL AT THE 
TIME. 

THEIR PURPOSE WAS TO HOLD HIM AS RANSOM FOR THE RETURN OF 
SEVERAL SHAN LEADERS NOW IN BURMESE GOVERNMENT CUSTODY. 
FINDING NO AMBASSADOR, THEY MADE OFF WITH THE TWO PHYSI- 
CIANS. OUR SOURCES SAY THE PAIR HAVE BEEN MOVED FROM ONE 
REMOTE CAMP TO ANOTHER WHILE THE RUSSIANS AND AMERICANS, 
COOPERATING SECRETLY, HAVE SOUGHT TO FREE THEM. MEANWHILE, 
THE BURMESE HAVE REFUSED THE KIDNAP DEMANDS. 

AT ONE POINT, WE STARTED TO BREAK THE STORY BUT YIELDED TO 
STATE DEPARTMENT PLEADINGS THAT PUBLICITY MIGHT ENDANGER 
THE RESCUE EFFORTS AND PERHAPS RESULT IN THE DOCTORS' 

DEATHS. 

A FEW DAYS AGO, HOWEVER, INFORMATION REACHED US FROM THE 
FAR NORTH REGIONS OF BURMA THAT THE REBELS WERE INTERESTED 
IN FREEING THE DOCTORS. 

"THE TWO RUSSIAN DOCTORS ARE (WITH) KUN SIANG OF THE SUA 
(SHAN UNITED ARMY) WHO ORIGINALLY CAPTURED THEM," SAID 
THE CRYPTIC MESSAGE. "THE RUSSIAN EMBASSY IN BANGKOK HAS 
ASKED (FOR MEDIATION) WITH KUN SIANG." 

THE MEDIATOR SELECTED BY THE SHANS IS LESTER WOLFF. THEY 
FEEL IF WOLFF HELPS THEM TO WORK OUT A FAIR DEAL ON THE 
RUSSIANS, IT WILL INCREASE THE SHANS’ WORLD CREDIBILITY. 

RELUCTANT AT FIRST TO LEAVE HIS CONGRESSIONAL CHORES, 

WOLFF HAS NOW DECIDED TO DO THE RISKY, HUMANITARIAN THING. 
HE HAS AGREED TO SERVE AS AN "HONEST BROKER" AND FLY TO 
THE RUGGED SHAN TERRITORY, IF THAT IS WHAT IT TAKES TO 
FREE THE TWO DOCTORS. 
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FOOTNOTE: THE SHANS SAY THEY ARE ALSO WILLINGTO BURN A TON 
OF OPIUM FOR WOLFF TO PROVE THEY CAN DELIVER THE DEADLY 
DRUG IN TONNAGE LOTS. THEY PROMISE TO DO IT "WITHOUT THE 
CHEATING THAT WENT INTO (GENERAL) LAO LI'S SIMILAR DEAL 
TWO OR THREE YEARS AGO." THE "CHEATING" REFERS TO A MIX 
OF OPIUM AND VEGETATION THAT WAS PAWNED OFF FOR $1 MILLION 
ON THE UNITED STATES IN THAILAND. WHEN WE EXPOSED WHAT 
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HAPPENED, THE WHITE HOUSE STAGED A SOUNG-AND-LIGHT PRESS 
CONFERENCE TO INSIST THE OPIUM WAS PURE AND TO DENOUNCE US 
AS LIARS. WE BACKED UP OUR STORY BY QUOTING FROM THE 



SECRET CIA ACCOUNT OF THE MILLION-DOLLAR SWINDLE. NOW WE 
ARE HAPPY TO PRINT THIS ADDITIONAL UNSOLICITED SUBSTANTIA- 
TION OF OUR ORIGINAL STORY.' 1 KISSINGER 
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